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counselor, and the provincial authorities were instructed to apprise
him of his appointment. Hsu Wu then made preparations to go to
the capital. He instructed his brothers to carry on their plowing
and studying just as they had been doing under his supervision
and commanded the servants and slaves to serve and obey their
younger masters well. After having given these and other instruc-
tions, he got together his baggage and, refusing the government
carriage provided for him, hired his own conveyance and set out
for the capital with one single servant. After some days he reached
Changan and there assumed his post.
At the capital his reputation had preceded him and people flocked
to his house to make his acquaintance. He was esteemed at court
and renewed throughout the empire. When the high officials at
court found that Hsu Wu was not yet married, they all wanted to
marry their daughters to him. Thereupon Hsu Wu thought to
himself thus: "It would not be right for rne to marry before my
brothers do. Moreover^ we are of a poor plowing-and-readiag8
family and it is only by luck that I now serve at court. If I were
to marry the daughter of a rich and noble family, it is likely that
I'll find her spoiled and unsuited to a simple family like ours. She
would, too, have difficulty in getting along with the future wives
of my brothers; I must be on my guard against this."
Thus he thought to himself but of course he could not give such
a reason for refusing the offers of marriage. He simply said that
he was already engaged and that he could not break a marriage
contract made in the days of his poverty. This enhanced his reputa-
tion. He was frequently consulted on questions which the great
ministers could not decide, and, being well versed in the teachings
of the sages^ he never failed to give them good counsel jHe became
more and more valued at court and in a few years* time rose to a
high position.10
In the meantime he had not forgotten about his brothers, Ooe
*Keng-tuf the great middle class from which &c admiaistratm; officials aitr
recruited through the examination system,
10 Up to this point I have translated the story more or less in fall. I have cot we
remainder of the story to about half its original length by omittmg aH
padding.